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L Objective Teaching Support Resources 

1  To learn 

the song 

 To discuss 
the beat 

of the 
song and 

its 
groupings. 

Play the song to the children multiple times. 

Ask them what they like about the song? what they dislike about the 

song? what they notice about the song? how many main beats are there in 
the song? 

 
There are 4 beats in every bar of the music, the music is in 4/4. Explain 

that a bar in music groups notes together against the chosen amount of 
beats. Play the music again and get the children to clap and say “1 2 3 4” 

over and over again. 
  

Experiment: ask the children to get into groups. Give each group a 
number from 2-8. This will be the number that they have to group the 

music in when they listen to it. They must then clap and say that number. 
For example, if a group were given the number 7 they would say “1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4 5 6 7” over the music as it plays. Ask for 
feedback from the groups. Ask them for their observations and get them 

to discuss which numbers from the groups felt ‘right’ and which felt 

‘wrong’ 2,4 and 8 should feel ‘right’ 3,5,6 and 7 should feel ‘wrong’. Why 
do you think this is? 

 
Children to learn the song and make up actions to the song. They can do 

this in groups and then the class can decide on a set that they will all do. 
 

Children will 

find it hard 

to stay to the 
tempo and 

will speed 
up. 

Encourage 
them to stay 

listening and 
to use the 

‘one handed 
clap’ – keep 

one hand still 
and clap the 

other on to 
it.  

 

Group 
children into 

mixed 
mathematical 

ability 

Recording 

 

Lyrics 
 

Numbers 2- 8 

2  Re-cap song and add actions or a dance! Let the children freely express 
themselves and see what they come up with.  

Ask them what they would feel like if they actually saw all these animals? 
Would they think it would actually happen or do they think it would be 

from a dream? 

 Room to 
dance 

Copy of the 
Jabberwocky 

poem. 
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Ask them to think about how in dreams images can be very different from 

real like. Read Lewis Carroll’s poem the Jabberwocky. How is this different 
from the song? 

 
Worksheet 1 

Introduce to the children that the music notes last for a certain value the 
songs. Worksheet 1 get them to add up the value of notes and rests and 

find the answers. Once they have done the sheet. Get them to make up 

‘music additions’ for each other on white boards. 
 

Introduce the children to the idea of making new animals for the song in 
the list section. If they want them to match where the animals come in in 

the song which beat should they start on? (beat 4) 
 

Once they have worked it out in groups, get them to put new animals in 
the place of the animals used and ask them to perform this new list to the 

class. 

 
Worksheet 1 

3  Form a band 
 

Using worksheet 2, and some chime bars or xylophones, the children will 
start to accompany themselves in the list section for the song. Each note 

last for 4 beats GGGG, BBBB, CCCC, DDDD and ascends in pitch (goes 
up). 

 
As a class, say the letters over and over again whilst you play it (or a child 

plays it). Ask the children if they can sing the pitches as they say them 
over and over again.  

 

 Chime Bars 
Percussion 

Pitched 
percussion  

Worksheet 2 
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Get the children to work in groups and practise the list section they added 
last session too? 

4  When we added a new list to the song but these animals are not as 

strange as the Jabberwocky! This lesson we will make new animals using 
the safari song and our new version. 

 
Worksheet 2 (Many copies) – The children will be cutting them up and 

moving them around 
 

Get the children to group the beats according to different mathematical 
patterns. This can be as simple as times tables or prime numbers or a 

made up number sequence by the children. Get them to draw circles 
around their new groups. When they are finished, get them to cut the 

groups out and move the groups of beats around to make a new 
‘sentence’ or ‘phrase’ with their sections. This should create very weird 

sounding animals!  
 

The children should then spend the rest of the lesson practising their 

strange creations. They can do this over and over with differing number 
patterns. They can then do this with their own animal lists.  

 Worksheet 2 

5 
+ 

6 

 In the last two sessions, the children should experiment with differing 
number patter and try to explain what the difference is between grouping 

in 3’s,4’s,7’s an 8’s.  
 

How does it affect the text and how does it affect the sound?   
 

When the children are happy with their new creations they should practise 
for a performance  

 Work sheet 2 
Chime Bars 

Percussion 
Pitched 

percussion 

7  Performance  Audience! 
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